
THE BATTLE SHIP VIRGINIA.

The Virginia is a Model of
Her Class,

IS HEAVILY ARMORED

TO BE LAUNCHED NEXT WEEK AT

NEWPORT NEWS.

Will Have a Speed of at Least Nineteen

Knots. Her Powerful
Batteries.

Congress, In March, lSJlO. appropriated
money for three pea-going coast-line battle
ships, carrying the heaviest armor anil
most powerful armament for vessels of
their class, and provided for two more by
the act of June 7. HUH).
The bureau of construction and repair

fully carried out the evident purpose of
Congress, for the design of the Virginia
and class represents Ave most powerful
battle sh!i>s.
Of the tlve vessels appropriated for three

were required to be sheathed and coppered
and two without sheathing. Immediately
after being contracted for. however, the
Navy Department took that question un¬

der consideration and decided to omit all
outside sheathing and coppering, so that
each vessel of the class is now a counter¬
part of the other, except for minor modifi¬
cations incident to construction.
The general dimensions and chief charac¬

teristics of these vessels are: I.ength on
load water line. 415.1 feet; breadth, extreme,
at load water line. 7ts feet 'J1:. Inches; trial
displacement, about 14.IMS tons; mean draft
at trial displacement, about 23 feet 0
Inches; greatest draft, full load, about 21!
feet.
In the 15.000 tons represented In the Vir¬

ginia and her sister ships the many an¬
tagonistic qualities essential to a perfect
fighting machine have been compronvsed
and Incorporated In proportion v.hich ex¬
perience seems to have pointed out as the
most desirable and efficient. To begin with,
these battle ships will have a speed of at
least 19 knots, which compares most fa¬
vorably with any battle ships under con¬
struction abroad, as well as with any In
the projected stage.

Powerful Engines.
The Virginia will be propelled at this

high speed by twin screws, driven by two
four-cylinder, triple-expansion engines of
about 11>,0UU Indicated horse power, ha%ing
a stroke of four feet, running, under con¬
ditions of maximum speed at about 120
revolutions per minute. The steam neces¬
sary to this power will be supplied at a
pressure of 2Thi pounds per square inch by
twenty-four Nlclausse water-tube boilers,
placed four In each of six Independent,
water-tight compartments.
The Virginia wi.i carry four 12-lnch guns,

forty calibers In length, mounted by pairs
in balanced turrets, one turret being located
forward of the superstructure and the other
aft, and each having a total arc train of
StfO degrees. Of the eight 8-lnch guns. 45
calibers In length, which will be carried on
this vessel, four will be mounted by pairs
In turrets, superposed upon the "l2-inch
turrets above mentioned, and four in two
broadside turrets slightly forward of amid¬
ships. the amidshlp turrets having a total
arc of train of 180 degrees. In the Virginia
there will be a broadside buttery on the
gun deck of twelve 0-lnch rapid-tire guns,
fifty calibers In length, mounted six on
each side, each with a total arc of train of
121 degrees. The secondary battery will
consist of twelve 3-inch fifty caliber "rapid-fire guns, twelve 3-pound semi-automatic,
eight 1-pound heavy automatic, two 30-
callber machine guns and six 30-callber Colt
automatic runs, all mounted in commanding
positions and having large arcs of tire. The
\ -rginia will also De fitted with submergtd
torpedo tubes.
The magazines will he specially fitted to

enable her to carry, with absolute safety in
all climates, the new smokeless powder.
Provision will oe made In the magazines
for tl.e stowage of at least sixty rounds for
each of the 12-inch guns. 125 rounds for
each of the s-inch guns. 2*"* rounds for each
of the »i-lnch guns. :Mh) rounds for each of
the 3-Inch guns and a plentiful supply of
ammunition for the smaller guns.

Heavy Armor.
So much for the vessel's offensive quali-

^ ). To make her defensive qualities pro¬
portionately great she will be provided with
a complete waterllne belt of armor. 8 feet
In width amidships. 11 Inches thick at the
top and 8 Inches at the bottom, tapering to
a uniform thickness of 4 inches at the ends
of the vessel.
She will also have a casemate armored

belt extending over auout 245 feet of her
lei gth of a uniform thickness of 0 Inches,
rising from the top of the main belt to the
Upper or main deck, and Joined at Its after
end to the barbette of the 12-Inch turret by
a 0-Inch armored bulkhe »d. and having at
Its forward end an armored bulkhead Of tl
Inches thickness extending from side to
side, thus forming a citadel or redoubt,
within which the (1-Inch guns will l>e
mounted. Within this citadel or redoubt,
and extending from the forward turret to
the after turret, light armor Hi Inches <»nd
2Mr Inches In thickness will form subdi¬
visions of the gun Inclosures, thoroughly
protecting the gun's crews from flying
splinters and fragments of bursting shells.
The barbettes for the turrets of the 12-inch
guns are to he to Inches In thickness for
that portion ouls'de of the redoubt or cita¬
del reduced to 7Va inches In thickness with¬
in The turrets themselves will be pro¬
tected by armor 12 inches In thickn-ss.
The 8-lnch turrets will, in all cases, whether
superposed or Independent, he protected by
8 Inches of armor, with »Hi-ineh port plates,
ant* their barbettes will be protected by
a mllar armor. The conning tower and Its
shield will b< U inches in thickness, and the
armored tube 5 Inches thick, will be of
sufficient size to receive all vo'ce plp?a
wiring, &c. In addition to the conn'ng
tower there will be. aft. a second towor.
known as the signal tower, which will be
constructed of 5-Inch ar.nor. From the bot¬
tom of the water-line armor belt there will
rl«e a curved turtle-backed nickel-steel pro¬
active deck l's Inches llilck on the flat and
3 Inches thick on the sloping sides, to make
assurance doubly sure that no projectile of
the enemy finds Its way Into the vitals of
the ship. As an additional protect'on to
stability, a cofferdam belt. 3 feet In 4hl--lt-
ness and packed to a density of 8 pounds
to the cubic foot, will be worked nlong the
two sides above the protective deck for ti.e
entire length of the vessel.

Little Wood Used.
The material of construction Is the high

quality of steel which has 'ntered Into all
the vtssels of our navy. The main, or

upper deck, in addition to being built of
steel, will be the only one upon which wood
Is to be laid. The lower decks will all be
of steel, covered with linoleum. The use
of wood In the construction of this vessel
will be limited even more strictly than It
has been In the later battle ships, and all
jrccdwork above the protective deck, except

deck plank, will be fireproofed. Bilge keels
and heavy docking keels are fitted.

It is proposed to make all of the vessels
of this class flagships, and to do this It Is
necessary to make provision for the accom¬
modation of one flag officer, one command¬
ing officer, one ch ef of staff, nineteen ward¬
room officers, ten junior officers, eight war¬
rant officers and 772 crew, including ®>
mrirines, making a grand total of 812. Both
officers and crew wiU have wash rooms,
bath rooms and other similar conveniences,
such as will place the comfort and health-
fulness of these vessels very high in the
scale.

Use of Electricity.
The applications of electricity on board

are very much wider than in the case of
any other battle ships in existence, with
the possible exception of the Kearsarge
and Kentucky. All of the turrets have
electrical turning gear, and the ammuni¬
tion hoists, bloweis to the turrets and gen¬
eral ventilation, the general workshop, and
tactically all of the auxiliaries, outside
of the engineers' department and excepting
capstan and steering gear, are to be elec-
iric;illy driven. To provide for the power
required for these purposes the.e will be
installed eight engines and dynamos,
mounted on combination bed-plates, two
having a rated output of 1,250 amperes at
12! volts, and six with 025 ampares at 125
volts.
In this class of vessels all of the latest

approved equipment will be provided for
accommodallou of the officers and crew,
the ventilation and drainage being of a

high standaid; the hospital quarters airy
and co.-nmodious; the bakery and galleys,
with their Issuing rooms and refrigerating
plant, having boen worked out with a view
to thorough efficiency; laundry and drying
rooms are fitted with the litest machinery,
electrically driven; and the living quarters
are carefully protected by insulation from
cold in winter and excessive heat in sum¬
mer. Take it all in all, the designs of the
Virginia class embody the latest develop¬
ments in naval architecture, and these ves¬
sels will prove most form.dibl? additions
to the fighting strength of the navy.
The Virginia will be launched Lit the ship

yard of the Newport News Shipbuilding
Company next Tuesday.

ART NOTES.
Mr. I.ucien Powell is engaged nt pres¬

ent upon a large and interesting work
the painting of two lunettes for the main
hallway of the Colorado building at St.
Louis. They are about twenty feet In
length and not over four In height at
the top of the arc, and both are to be
given over to a presentation of charac¬
teristic Colorado scenery. On one is pic¬
tured Pike s Peak and the surrounding
country, and on the other is shown a

panoramic view of the town of Ouray
and the mountains in which are situated
llr. Walsh's famous mines. For the pur¬
pose of mural decoration these are rather
unusual themes, but the artist has handled
them in a way that makes them both
suitable and attractive. The first, repre¬
senting the Pike s Peak region, is as yet
scarcely more than laid in, but the sec¬

ond setting forth the impressively beau-

? ,tvn
e.nv'ronment °f the little mining

town, is far enough on toward comple-
tion to give an idea of the final result. In
the foreground, as though viewed from a
height, the little, low-roofed village it
seen stretched out on a plain in the
shadow of the great mountain range.
beyond are the foot hills, green but un-

vjooded, on the other side of which rise
the precipitous cliffs of the treasure
stored mountains. Mr. Powell has so ar-

of DosUlon hcom.posltl»n that prominence
or position has been given to a splendidly
st .nrt

sand-stone mountain which
stands nearest the town, and from which

entlv 'di^lnTh i0frJn oolor and appar¬

el. diminishes In height both to the
right and left. To the right the ereit

wt »r°W blUer and S'ayer, and to the
left. w here one catches a grlimp.se down
a long defile, they are more chalky- and

I G,ant P'ne* have been used
a", groups in the foreground

Z «°"d e"ect. and the scheme Jf the

color®' is"very1 nle"6!'"1 comP«sition and

I primarily a^i'-T^tV
festa in his picture's a strong feeUngTor

b^Kn^^nYoJSK an°dCh0rTo
W eve mat in these mural palntinc* hA
will be represented at his best

*

Mr. Carl Outherz, who represented Wash¬
ington on the international jury for the St
L°u!s *xposU!on that recent'y met in Phil¬
adelphia. is painting a picture which,
though pathetic, will probably prove of
great popular interest. It is called "I
Promised ma Misses I'd Bring Him Home »

and represents a wounded negro carrying

baufel1"1* mRSier'S 1,ody the field of
battle-a scene not uncommon in the civil

taithf
" foreground the figure of the

faithful servant with his Ufeless burden
looms up against a gray scene of confusion

I" over
A fierce c°nfl'ct

hither ,H
PS are hurryin* hither and

thJ her the ground is strewn with the dead

wounded*black .triving"o^flfl ft*
ttiruSft, s°ntimentltwh5chtre !
the gallery but It i. .

which appeals to

thoughtful meaning whlch^Mr ""outT^
would have read Into his picture ?t
the root of the

1 8 at

Is purposed to ».H^P Iem at which 11

does, the Inborn falthfulneK 38 "

.. «!i.. .
?

«ra!if'vf."lan? Gm*er* ,ma with very

nn ! a"d we""deserved success In her
poster work, having had several of her

commeSrdltrCf.tiVe,y br°USht out by '^ing

moTh. Th.rT W'thin the Past few

Tu ut all her V Certa"1 dash a»d "Pint
f a" her work which Is bound to m ike

.arCUVe- bUt beh,nd thls sterling

o reaflrtT'ir Tthe* 8ame ,lnle
ot real artistic value. Lately she has made

tweh r SkClCh °f a y°Ung 8lrl driving.
Is sPec'ally interesting and meritori¬

ous presenting a more genuine type of the
wl olesome American girl than has yet ap¬
parently been discovered. She has also
Pictured in poster style, with colored cr t

I ons and charcoal on grav nanor ^ i
*

little m,i,i
Krd' paper, a winsome

; I??'d leading a magazine a fair
'""dergartener, and a college ma 1

a ialntv i'iti? to*#,ther charming form

prints of h. r °,h voluT containing blue

a certn?n '
,, ,l.her works for the benefit of

a certain well-known publisher.
'«

...

* *
Miss Hat tie E. Burdette has Just finished

an excellent miniature of Mrs. Allan C.
< lurk of this city. It pictures its subject
wearing a gray h'gh-necked gown and
white fur-edged opera cape, against an opa¬
lescent gray background, and shows in its

SSf-fia admirable handling of textures,

well jjead. la not only good in color und

Mf» ' ut "trongl.v Individual, and

ia broad 1
the drew and accessories

"ro*d ^r®«. in every way it con-

forms to the Ideal requirements of ft jntnla-
ture, and as a painting, regardless of sise,
It is worthy of high praise.

*
* *

The Society of Washington Artists' exhi¬
bition in the hemlcycle of the Corcoran Gal¬
lery is still attracting considerable atten¬
tion, though perhaps less than it deserves.
For the benefit and convenience of those
whose daytime hours are occupied special
^rangements have been made by which the
exhibition is open free to the public on
Monday and Wednesday evenings. This
and the architects' exhibition, which 1s

a .1^0 worth seeing, will continue until
April 13.

*
* *

On April 11, 12 and 13 the "Merrle Fa¬
kirs'' of the Corcoran School will hold in
the old sculpture class room an exhibition
of fakes of the works of art in the so¬
ciety s exhibition in the hemlcycle, which
on the evening of the l !th will be auctioned
off to the highest bidders. The New York
Art League s fake exhibition of the So¬
ciety of American Artists' show is a thing
o' considerable consequence, and the witty
little displays made here formerly by the
local art league's students were so exceed¬
ingly clever that they were well worth re¬
membering and have been sincerely missed,
"hat this new organization will bring
forth is merely surmise, but as doubtless
some of the old fakirs are among the or¬
ganizers. and there is unquestionably wit
and merriment of the best kind In abun¬
dance among the student classes, the «*esult
may reasonably be awaited with interest
and confidence in its smile-provoking char¬
acter.

*
* *

The regular monthly art talk for April
will be given in the lecture room in the
basement of the Corcoran School on Mon¬
day afternoon, at 4:15, by Mr. James Henry
Moser. His subject, which will be "Out¬
door Sketching," is specially timely, the
harvest season for such work being at
hand, and no doubt the lecture will prove
both entertaining ami instructive. These
talks are open to the students of the school
ami others specially interested, and they
have me: with very gratifying appreciation.

*
* He

In the window of the Bradbury Piano
Company has been placed the well-known
portrait of the late President McKinley, by
Mr. William T. Matthews. This portrait
was painted from life, it will be remember¬
ed. It was commenced when Mr. McKinley
was governor of Ohio and retouched and
finally completed after he became President

Unlte<l States. It Is generally con-

H'e. .ost lfkellfe P^tralt of the
subject that has ever been painted, and

y/'s thls work that secured for Mr.
Matthews a commission from the trustees

F°rcoran Ga"ery of Art to paint Mr.
McKinley s portrait for that institution.
The friends alike of the artist and Mr Mc¬
Kinley s family think this portrait ought
to be owned by the government.

*
* k

This year, for the first time, the Pennsyl-
vama Academy debarred water colors and
pastels from Its regular annual exhibition,
insisting upon the desirability of restrict¬
ing the mediums exhibited, and declaring
its intention of arranging a special spring
exhibition for the excluded work. On Sat¬
urday of last week this second exhibition,
held in conjunction with the Philadelphia
Water Color Club, opened to the public,
and was found to be a most noteworthy ar-
fair, the most notable of Its kind probably
ever held in Philadelphia. A number of
our local artists are represented in this ex¬
hibition, and among them both Mr. and
Mrs. Child have come in for a specially
large measure of praise. Mrs. Child's pastel
portrait study of "Patricia" has been hung
in the main cillery with the pictures of
honor, and has been reproduced by two ot
the leading Philadelphia papers in connec-
r!?1. Yii t tfieir reviews of the exhibition.

. ..
Ledser says: "The most beautiful

portrait, and one which, with that by Mr.
it^KUtZ' ®x,irnPl'1es so well the great
length we have come in the use of pastel,

rhiM T.IClia' and 18 by Jane Bridg-
ham Child. It Is a regal piece of work,

? ?¦ 8tyIe and flrm and entirely
effective in treatment.a picture which im¬
mediately attracts the eye and holds the
attention. W hile it has great beauty It
has also great strength."

«
* *

Of Mr. Child's painting the same writer
remarks: "A very lovely picture, low In
tone, is by R. C. Child. It represents some
salt meadows and an Inlet. The sky and
water are gray, and the dark green of the
marsh grass has been portrayed with an

unusual^ sentiment and a-dispiay of poetic
feelinp Both of these pictures were shown
L J. Washington Water Color Club's ex¬
hibition last fall.

- *
Jk *

In New York interest Is centered In the
Society of American Artists' annual exhibi¬
tion, which opened with a private view on
March 22. The work of chief note In this
exhibition is Mr. Sargent's portrait of the
Misses Hunter of England, which was also
given the place of honor In the Pennsylva¬
nia Academy's recent exhibition. Of next
importance to this is said to be the last
family group painted by George de Forrest
Brush, which has been referred to as "a
holy family without haloes." A portrait
and some landscapes by Edward Stelchen,
the photo secessionist, have been highly
spoken of, and a picture by S. J Woolf
called "The Chemist," lias been generally
commended. As a whole, however, the ex¬
hibition. seems not to be considered out of
the ordinary or of special significance.

*
* *

Thomas Dewing's single contribution to
the exhibition of the Ten American Paint¬
ers, recently held at Durand-Ruel's in
New York, was a decoration painted on the
lid of a piano, recently made for the White
House, which, according to one well-known
critic, is "a host in itself.one of those rare
works of art which owes its genesis to the
meeting of just the right man with Just the
right opportunity." It represents Columbia
and the nine Muses in a design suited to
the space it fills, and is said to be rhyth¬
mical in both line and color.

*
* *

The Municipal Art Society of New York
is at present holding an exhibition in the
National Arts Club of that city, which is
said to plainly demonstrate the purposes of
that and kindred organizations. In this
exhibition rational suggestions are made in
a form which the public can understand,
for bettering, both from a standpoint of
comfort and beauty, the city of New York,
such, for lstance, as the widening of cer¬

tain streets, the rearrangement of parks,
providing a double driveway along the
Hudson overlooking the piers, and so on.

Designs for Important new buildings, pro¬
posed bridges, recreation piers, park en¬
trances and monuments are also shown, to¬
gether with photographs of the best work
of the same character in progress in other
cities.

*
* ik

The Whistler memorial exhibition In Bos¬
ton is still attracting wide attention, an

average of eight hundred persons visiting
the Copley galleries each day. It is reported
that thirty Wall street brokers went over

to Boston in a body last week to cce the
exhibition, but whether this portends a
corner on Whistlers, or signified the civil¬
ization of the exchange has not been dis¬
covered.

*
* *

As a number of the local art students
were members of the party which Mr.
William M. Chase took to Holland last
summer It will probably be of interest to
know that he purposes to conduct a similar
class In England this year. The class,
limited to forty person!!, will sail June 14
on the steamer Potsdam, and from the
time of arrival until July 27 Mr. Chase will
devote two days a week to gallery visiting
and criticism In London.

Back-Hair Secrets.
From the London King.
A woman will confide a secret that will

send a man to the gallows with a light-
hearted delight In being able to supply in¬
teresting and rxclting information, but
nothing short of the rack will make her
divulge the foreign origin of her back hair.

iB JAPAN Mi RUSSIA
.Si jjHow Easter is Celebrated in

the Two Countries.
n {-fc

rtl

A STRIKING CONTRAST
IN ONE IT IS THE CHERBY BLOS¬

SOM FESTIVAL.

Wlille in the Other Religious Sentiment

Plays the Principal Part
Music and Feasting.

Written for The Erenlng Star.
There Is an Incongruous mixture of

mourning and festivity in the two eastern
countries which are occupying the atten¬
tion of the world. Both Japan and Russia,
engaged in deadly conflict, are today deep¬
ly engrossed.Japan In the ac'.ual festivities,
and Russia in the preparations which wel¬
come the Eastertide.
By reaching Japan Just at the beginning

of spring you will find yourself In the
midst of the native Easter season, wMch,
in reality, is the cherry blossom festival;
because it comes at the time that Easter
Is celebrated in the western countries, it
is given that name.
Two weeks afterward the great feast la

being kept in Russia, not, however, with
flowers, as in the mikado's kingdom, but
with vodka, the inspiration and curse of the
Russian soldier and peasant.
During Eastertide there will be no indica¬

tion in either country of the war cloud that
hangs over them, everything and every one
will breathe only the Joyousness of the
season.
Nowhere else In the world outside these

two nations is the feast of the Resurrec¬
tion of Christ observed with such elaborate
decorations and ceremonies, and yet, iii
spite of this fact and of their comparatively
close proximity, nothing could be more dif¬
ferent than the ways in which the two keep
Easter.

A Dazzling Sight.
The dawn of Easter in Japan is a daz¬

zling and fascinating sight even to an

American, used as he is to the great dis¬
play of flowers and bright and dainty cos¬
tumes that come out on that day in all
the cities in the United States to welcome
the season.
The Japanese are like a lot of happy

school children let out to play, happy in
their religious flower festival. None of
he church ceremonies have any part in
.heir celebration, and although the cherry
festival commemorates the resurrection it
is the resurrection of the fruits and flowers
a.er six months of death.a truly pagan

"U Japan rejoices; the children have a
day set apart for their special delectation
and the grown people do little but seek to
make the young people happy. Along the
roadways, inch deep with fallen cherry
petale, the children draw Immense movable
temples. Sometimes more than a hundred
little girls, dressed In gorgeous hues, are in
line, pulling on the ropes attached to these
c..ariots, on which the boys, dressed in
blue and white togas, ride and play on their
musical Instruments, while the cleverest of
their number, in masked faces, render reli¬
gious dramas on the elevated platform in
Iront of the chariot.
The streets are choked with thousands

of grown people, who give up the day to
witnessing these processions, and as the
chariot and the children pass down a car¬
peted avenue of cherry trees and the gentle
spring breeze blows, a constant shower of
pink perfumed snow falls from the cherry
trees and everything becomes.hazy in the
entrancing mist of a pink snowstorm of
soft petals. All nature seems to take part
in this Easter festival of the Japanese
children.

Cherry-Blossom Sunday.
"Cherry-blossom Sunday" at Uyeno Park

In Tokyo is one of the prettiest sights in
all Japan. The avenue of cherry trees going
up from the town forms an exquisite arch
of pink boughs, under which the people
t».rong purely on pleasure bent.
The tea houses have spread their best red

blankets on the matted plaforms, which
f,erv!f. *or sej*t and table. Carriages and
Jinrikishas roll by, their occupants dressed
in their best, the women In exquisitely deli¬
cate crepes. because It is the time of spring
and flowers, and the light and dainty colors
?,'XTSt appropriate. Under the trees are
light-hearted picnic parties seated on their
blankets, and lunching on rice sandwiches.

f°U? 1 young men, each carrying a

!' i?i cherry blossoms on his shoulder

Kaflv alonir ^ * 8<aki botUe' come strolling
fhi\l stopping at the wine shops on

refilled ?£ve thelr battles filled and
whi. iu ""til they are gloriously drunk.
snilphinY u

quickly and quietly de-

Resitr-flint uUrthmaS t0 thelr 8everal homes.
"i ls thrown aside during "cherry

aren
a"d at Mukojima. where a double

cherry trees, the most magnifi-
Tokvo lfm , 'I1686 loveIy blossoms in

Ch?s along the far bank of theSumida river beside the road, the wildest
carnival reigns. Mummers in all sons offantastic costumes, in which red and white
nl'tn J0"* °f spring and happiness, predomi-

dant'f ln and out among the tea housesthat stand along the bsnk under the trees

and the' sound* o^'VL^gelsha^samisen"^
merrymak?ngfenera' claD or of rejoicing and

In Striking Contrast
The festival which welcomes Easter two

weeks later in Russia is. in contrast with
that of the Japs, decidedly tawdry and
heavy, but to the people of the country it
Is the most brilliant and Joyous time of the
whole year.

hm!161" ?x!stln* for seven long weeks on
Utter salads and mushroom broth the Rus

s
KFeet8 Ea8ter wl?h an en^hul

siasm that is not feigned. After Lent i«

tk?* lfif rf*ctIon at the coming of Baster-
tide is like the transformation scene ln the
and plenty. . Sadness and want to Joy
Right up to Easter eve the penitence and

prayer have lasted, but soon the half-starv¬
ed people commence to show signs of mak¬
ing up for lost time. Booths containing ev¬
ery imaginable article for Easter spring up' by magic along the broad, spacious
thoroughfares. The basaars all are open
and ablaze with light.

's .ore business transacted within
Hri wJtl°ur® than has been done for an en¬
tire week. Every one is buying, and buying
in large quantities. Tho^e whs are too noor
to purchase^ will not go witholit. The purse
strings of the rich are let loose at this sea-

££1.' «! '?ne learn® bow really generous the
rich Russian can be to his poorer neighbor.

Two Necessities:
Every household must have two things,

whatever else it may lack. One is the
Ea*ter pig. the other is' the Easter tree-
an institution similar to. that of the occl-
dtntal Christmas, a small fir sapling dec¬
orated with paper angels, friilts, artificial
flowers and birds, sweets and toys.
But with all this plenty around, the fast

must not be broken until Easter morning.
si when all the preparations are made, the
tired and hungry fasters retire to bed,
while the bells ring cheerily from the
mosques, under the light of the Easter
moon.
Many there are, however, who do not go

to bed at all on Easter eve. There are the
young and strong or the exceptionally de¬
vout, who attend the midnight mass, which
lasts until 8 o'clock Easter morning. There,
as Easter morn breaks, the glorious EasUr
hymn Is eung.as it ls in every other Chris-
t.an churoh over the world. "Christ the
Lord Is Risen Today," the long fast is over
and every one Joins in the Joyful strains.
At the conclusion of the hymn, tihe first

Easter mass is performed.a magnificent
service, conducted with all the gorgeous
ceremonial of the Oreek Church, with the
wonderful robee of the priests, the beau¬
tiful painted walls and pictures, and the
Jeweled crosses and symbols.making a
grand scene. Before the dawn of Easter
the churches are in semi-darkness, but at
the moment the hymn Is started thou¬
sands of lights blaze out with fine effect.

A Curious Custom.
At the end of the mass the people receive

the btaulng of the church, and then fol¬
lows a wnr vTart^s zr.i astitsi cestosj
which hu been observed since the founda¬
tion of the Qreek Church.
On Salter eve everyone brings with him

to the church the food which is intended
for the feast on Krister day. The well-to-
do come with huge hams and other sub
stantlal viands, ti&skets full of eggs arc
seen, butter and other useful provisions, as
well as the greater luxuries. Even the
poorest have something to bring, and all
are carried by the owners, that they may
be blessed by the priests and so bring a
blessing on those who partake of them at
the Baater festival. The czar follows the
custom, and every bit of the food which Is
to be eaten in the palace receives the bene¬
diction of the priests.
As the breakfast Is to be a sumptuous one

many spend the Dalance of the night In pre¬
paring It. This meal consists of young
roast pig, veal, bam, lamb, curdled cream
and red eggs, fancy bread, salt cucumbers,
cabbage, dried herrings, sturgeon, turbot.
steret. all kinds of groceries, sweetmeats
and fruits. The table Is left spread for sev¬
eral days, so that all comers to the house
may enjoy its bounty.
To make the dwelling fit for the celebra¬

tion of Easter It has been carefully cleaned
throughout, and every one wears new
clothes, even if they be cheap and tawdry
and the result of home making.

Eggs of All Kinds.
Of course, eggs are presented by every

one to every one else. They are of all
kinds, according to the means of the giver,
Some are of sugar or chocolate, others of
silver or gilt, with pretty articles of Jewelry
Inside them; or almonds, raisins or confec¬
tions; or fine crystal eggs, containing
creams. Jellies, pastries, fruits and game.
Flowers, except of the artificial kind, are

very scarce and meager, unless Easter hap¬
pens to come late, then there Is an attempt
to make a large floral display.
The Easter breakfast Is a prelude to three

or four days' undiluted enjoyment.or, more
properly speaking, rejoicing, for there is an
undercurrent of religious sentiment running
all through the celebration of the Russion
Easter festival.
There are visiting and feasting and music

everywhere in the air. Somewhere in the
city there Is a big fair being held, for one
sees Individuals laden down with purchases
.rugs from Bokhara or silks from Sam-
arcand. Joint results of the caravan and
the new Transcaspian railway.

Noisy Merrymaking.
The towns are merry, and the sober Rus¬

sian is for the once a very talkative and
witty fellow. The vodka is stimulating his
brain and lifting him out of his everyday
servility and commonplaceness. The streets
are a mass of confusion, color and unique
contrast and filled with the noise of merry¬
making.
Crowds of Russians from the northern

provinces salute each other with the in¬
evitable "Christ has risen," to which Is
given the solemn reply, "Verily, has He
arisen."
At the court it Is one of the most elab¬

orate social events of the year. Immedi¬
ately on the conclusion of the midnight
service the czar and czarina hold a grand
court, one of the largest in the year, at
which everyone in the right position ap¬
pears, the state and court officials, as well
as all the officers of the guard regiments.

It is the custom at this reception for
everyone to kiss the czar and czarina, kisses
being Interchanged among the company
present. It Is a long, monotonous ceremony,
and most exhausting, coming as It does on
top of the fasting, but people and nations
have different ideas as to expressing their
Joy.
Everyone about the court receives a pres¬

ent from the czar in the shape of an egg,
very often of great artistic value. They
are. as a rule, made of china, and
are filled with bonbons or some article of
Jewelry; they are of great beauty, and
thousands are distributed by their maj¬
esties, no gifts being more valued than
these of Easter.

An Ancient Locomotive.
Prom the Scientific American.
An Interesting railroad relic, reminiscent

of the first days of the steam locomotive,
has been discovered In the north of Eng¬
land. The Liverpool and Manchester Rail¬
road Company, the first public road con¬

structed, it will be remembered. Inaugurat¬
ed a competition in the latter part of the
20's of the past century for a locomotive,
In which Stephenson and other Inventors
participated. Three engines.the "Rocket,"
by Stephenson; the "Sans Pareil," by Hack-
worth, and the "Novelty." by Braithwaite
and Ericsson, respectively.participated In
the trials that were carried out In 1830. As
is well known, Stephenson's "Rocket" se¬
cured the award of $2,500, which was of¬
fered, as being the most suitable engine at¬
taining a speed of twenty-nine miles per
hour. The "Sans Pareil" was second with
a speed of twenty-three miles per hour,
while the "Novelty" withdrew from the
trials owing to the Joints of the boiler giv¬
ing way when the locomotive had traveled
only three miles. Both the "Rocket" and
the "Sans Pareil" are now preserved in the
South Kensington Mureum, but the "Nov¬
elty" mysteriously disappeared and was
never found again until quite recently. It
appears that Ericsson was so mortified by
the failure of his conception that he left
It with his friend, Mr. Mellmg, who pos¬
sessed engineering works located upon a
space adjoining the Rainhlll station. These
works were subsequently dismantled and
thu premises were occupied by the Rainhlll
Ga.s and Water Company. The "Novelty"
waa thus lost sight of, but It has now been
recognized working as a stationary engine,
the wheels having been removed for this
purpose and Its Identity thus somewhat dis¬
guised. Attempts are to be made to secure
this third premier locomotive, and to place
It alongside of Its two contemporaries In
the South Kensington Museum.

After the War.
From Pock.
The Jap had triumphed. The baffled Mus¬

covite had asked for terms. After some
negotiation the status of Manchuria and
Korea had been agreed upon. "But," said
tho Japanese diplomats, "there must be an
Indemnity."
"How much?" said the Russians.
"Ten thousand million yen."
"Preposterous!" said the emissaries of

the czar. "We are willing to pay for the
cost of the war, but we will die In the last
ditch before we will allow you to stick us
with the cost of the ante-bellum station¬
ery!"
Nevertheless, Japan being firm, the erst¬

while haughty Slav was forced to accept
her terms.

The Mission of the Club.
From McClnre'i Magaitne.
A good club is the last freehold of un-

trammeled man. In the best of them it is
good manners to have no manners; sub¬
ject only to your neighbor's similar right
to rudeness or to privacy. The smiles put
on for women, the solemn faces for the
world, the mask of purpose, the rouge
and powder of Joy.all may here, with
one's coat and hat, be laid aside. For a
club is either the best of company or the
most complete of solitudes; it is the
stronghold of Individualism.

His Mind on the Market.
From the Detroit Free Press.
"What have you there 7' asked the mag¬

nate of his accomplished daughter.
"A recent compilation of selected quota¬

tions. It's fine."
"Heavens! And I overlooked It. Turn to

S and see how steel preferred is quoted."

Couldn't Be Both.
From the Philadelphia Public Ledger.
"He's an egotist of the worst kind," said

the first actor,'speaking of another; "lie s
determined to be different from every one
else in his profession."
"Considering that determination." re¬

marked Snappey, "how can he bs an
egotist?"

A New Experience.
From I.lfe.
"Why did the tenants want to lynch the

superintendent of the fire department?"
"He put out the fire when tho flat was

becoming warm for the first time."

"I trust," said the kind-hearted old lady
as she handed the tramp a dime, "that you
will not spend this for alcohol."
"None uv dat fer rpe, ma'am," replied the

hobo. "Long es I ain't got er cast iron
stummick I'll stick to oeer.".Chicago
News.
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SYNOPSIS. IDrwf Is invited to si>eiid a week with hi* friend.
Goo Ktrrland. owner of a famous old heirloom In
tbe shape of a magnificent pearl necklace. Row¬
land la about lo be married to Antonla Ripley. a

tieri-.tlful girl about whom little is known, but who
perslsteutiy refuses to appear In evening dross.
She goes to see Mine. Sar«. I>nn-e tells Varnleieur
of the visit. He decides that Mine. Sara is trying
to gain possession of the famous |>eatls. Miss
Ripley admits to l>rm*e that her objection to wear¬

ing evening dress comes from the presence of a

large mole on her neck, which ranle Mme. ^Sara has
removed, leaving her neck bandaged. Vnndelcur
and Mme. tiara arc Invited to a ball at Rowland's.

Late In the evening Vandeleur returned.
He entered the hou?e Just before dinner. I
observed by the brightness of his eyes and
the Intense gravity of his manner that he
was satisfied with himself. This In his
case was always a good sign. At dinner
he was his brightest self, courteous to
every one and to Mme. Sara in particular.
Late that nlglit as I was preparing to go

to bed he entered my room without knock¬
ing.
"Well. Bruce," he said, "It is all right."
"All right!" I cried. "What do you

mean?"
"You will soon know. The moment I saw

that woman I had my suspicions. I was in
town today making some very Interesting
inquiries. I am primed now on every point.
Expect a denouement of a startling char¬
acter very soon, but be sure of one thing.
however black appearance may l>e the little
bride is safe and flo are the pearls."
He left me without waiting for my reply.
The next day passed and the next. I

seemd to live on tenterhooks. Little An-
tonia was gay and bright like a bird. Mad-
ame's invitation had been extended by Lady
Kennedy at Rowland's command to the
day after the ball. Little Antonla skipped
when she heard it.

"I love her," said the girl.
More and more guests arrived.the days

flew on wings, the evenings were lively.
Madame was a power in herself. Vande¬
leur was another. These two, sworn foes
at heart, aided and abetted each other to
make things go brilliantly for the rest of
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a disfiguring mole or wart on her neck. Just
below the throat. Madame removed the
mole."
"Quite a dimple process. X doubt not/'

said Vandeleur In a careless tone.
"Yes, It was done' easily.1» wax present.

The young lady was conducted Into a cham¬
ber with a red light."

. andeleur's extraordinary eyes suddenly
leapt Into fire. He took a chair and drew
It so close to Mrs. Curt's that his face was
within a foot or two of hers.
"Now, you will be very careful what you

say," he remarked. "Vou know the conse¬
quence to yourself unless this narrative is
absolutely reliable.
She began to tremble, but continued:
"I was present at the operation. Not a

single ray of ordinary i-ht was -Ulo»»d to
jenetrate. The pat ent was put under chlort^
form, 'the moie »j» removed. >\iterw«t a
madame wrote something on h-?r neck. T ie
words were very smal and neatly done.
they formed a cross on the young lady's
neck. A.«.erward I heard what they were."
"Repeat them."
"I can i. You will know In the moment

of victory."
"1 choose to know now A detective from

my division at Westminster comes here ear¬
ly tomorrow morning.he brings handcuffs.
and "

"I will tell you," interrupted the woman,
"l-.e words were these:
" "I am the daughter of Paolo Glolettl,

who was executed for the murder of my
n jlher June 20, 1H."
"How were the words written?"
"With nitrate of silver."
"Fiend!" muttered Vandeleur.
He Jumped up and began to pace th«

room. I had never seen his face so bla.elt
with ungovernable rage.
"You know what this means?" he said

at last to me. "Nitrate of sliver eats into
the flesh and Is periranent. Once exposed
to the light the case is hopeless, and the
helpless child becomes her own execu¬
tioner."
The nurse looked up restlessly.
"The operation was performed In a room

with a red light," she said, "and up to the
present the words have not been seen.
Unless the young lady exposes her neck
to the blue rays of ordinary light they
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"WE QUITE UNDERSTAND EACH OTHER, DON'T WEf"

the guests. Rowland was In the highest
spirits.
At last the evening before the ball came

and went. Vandeleur's grand coup had not
come off. I retired to bed as usual. The
night was a stormy one rain rattled
against the window panes, the wind sighed
and shuddered. 1 had Just put out my can¬
dle and was about to peek forgetfulness In
sleep when once again in his unceremonious
fashion Vandeleur burst into my room.

"I want you at once, Druce, in the bed
room of Mme. Sara's servant. Get into
your clothes as fast as you can and join
me there."
He left the room as abruptly as he had

entered It. I hastily dressed, and with
stealthy steps, in the dead of the night, to
the accompaiment of the ever-increasing
tempest, sought the room in question.
I found it brightly lighted; Vandeleur

pacing the floor as though he himself were
the very spirit of the storm: and, most
astonishing sight of all, the nurse whom
Mme. Sara had brought to Rowland's Folly,
and whose name I had never happened to
hear, gagged and bound in a chair drawn
Into the center of the room.
"So I think that is all, nurse," said Van¬

deleur as I entered. "Pray take a chair,
Druce. We quite understand each other,
don't we, nurse? And the facts are wonder¬
fully simple. Your name as entered in the
archives of crime at Westminster is not
as you have given out, Mary Jessop, but
Rebecca Curt. You escaped from Portland
prison on the night of November 30, just a

year ago. You could not have managed
your escape but for tire connivance of the
lady in whose service you are now. Your
crime was forgery, with a strong and very
daring attempt at poisoning. Your victim
was a harmless invalid lady. Your knowl¬
edge of crime, therefore, is what may be
called extensive. There are yet eleven
years of your sentence to run. You have
doubtless served Mme. Sara well.but per¬
haps you can serve me better. You know
the consequence if you refuse, for I ex¬

plained that to you frankly and clearly be¬
fore this gentleman came into the room.
Druce, will you oblige me.will you lock
the door while I remove the gag from the
prisoner's mouth?"

I hurried to obey. The woman breathed
more freely when the gag was removed.
Her face was a swarthy red all over. Her
crooked eyes favored us with many shifty
glances.
"Now, then, have the goodness to begin.

Rebecca Curt," said Vandeleur. "Tell us
everything you can."
She swallowed hard and said:
"You have forced me "

"We won't mind that part," interrupted
Vandeleur. "The story, please, Mrs. Curt."
If looks could kill, Rebecca Curt would

have killed Vandeleur then. He gave her
in return a gentle, bland glance and she
started on her narrative.
"Madame knows a secret about Antonia

Ripley."
"Of what nature?"
"It concerns her parentage."
"And that is "

The woman hesitated and writhed.
"The names of her parents, please," said

Vandeleur in a voice cold as ice and hard
as iron.
"Her father was Italian by birth."
"His name?"
"Count Gioletti. He was unhappily mar¬

ried and stabbed his English wife in an
access of jealousy when Antonia was three
years old. He was executed for the crime
on the 30th of June, 18.. The child was
adopted and taken out of the country by
an English lady who was present in court.
her name was Mrs. Studley. Mme. Sara
was also present. She was much Interested
in the trial, and had an interview after¬
ward with Mrs. Studley. It was arranged
that Antonia should be called by the sur¬
name of Ripley.the name of an old rela¬
tive of Mrs. Studley's.and that her real
name and history were never to be told to
her."
"I understand." said Vandeleur. gently.

"This Is of deep interest, is it not, Druce?"
I nodded, too much absorbed in watching

the face of the woman to have time for
words.
"But now," continued Vandeleur, "there

are retisons why madame should change her
mind with regard to keeping the matter a
close secret. Is that not so, Mrs. Curt?"
"Yes." said Mrs. Curt.
"You will have the kindness to continue."
"Madame has an object.she blackmails

the 9ignora. She wants to get the signora
complete.y Into her pow«r."
"Indeed! Is she succeeding?"
"Yea."
"How has she managed? Be very careful

what you say, please."
"Tbe mode in subtle.the young lady had

never will be. In order to give her a chance
to keep her deadly secret madam has had
a large carbuncle of the deepest red cut
and prepared. It is in the shape a cross
and js suspended to a One gold, almost in¬
visible, thread. This the signora is to
wear when in full evening dress. It will
keep in Its place, for the back of the crosa
will be dusted with gum."
"But it cannot be madame's aim to hide

the fateful words." said Vamleleur. "You
are concealing something, nurse."
Her face grew an ugly red. After a

pause the following words came out with
great reluctance:
"The young lady wears the carbuncle as

a reward."
"Ah," said Vandeleur, "now we are be-

, ginning to see daylight. As a reward for
what?"
"Madame wants something which the slg-

nora can give her It is a case of exchange;
the carbuncle w;hich hides the fatal secret
Is given in exchange for that which the
slgnora can transfer to madame.
"I understand at last," said Vandeleur.

"Really, Druce, I feel myself privileged
to say that of all the malevolent " ho
broke off abruptly. "Never mind," he said,
"we are keeping nurse. Nurse, you have
answered all my questions with praise¬
worthy exactitude, but before you return to

your well-earned slumbers I have one more

piece of information to seek from you. Was
it entirely by Miss Ripley's desire, or was

it in any respect owing to Mme. Sara's In¬
stigations that the young lady is permitted
to wear the pearl necklace on the night of
the dance? You have, of course, nurse,
heard of the pearl necklace?"
Rebecca Curt's face showed that she un¬

tie ubtedly had.
"I see you are acquainted with that most

Interesting story. Now, answer my ques¬
tion. The request to wear the necklace
tomorrow night was suggested by madame,
was it not?"
"Ah. yes.yes!" cried the woman, carried

out of herself by sudden excitement. "It
was to that point all else tended.all, all!"
"Thank you, that will do. You under¬

stand that from this day you are absolute¬
ly In my service. As long as you serve me
faithfully you are safe."
"I will do my best, sir." she replied. In a

modest tone, her eyes seeking the ground.
The moment we were alone Vandeleur

turned to me.

"Things are simplifying themselves," b>
said.
"I fall to understand." was my answer.

"I should say that complications, and
alarming ones, abound."
"Nevertheless, I see my way clear. Druce,

it is not good for you to be so long out of
bed, but In order that you may repose
soundly when you return to you room 1 will
tell you frankly what my mode of opera¬
tion will be tomorrow The simplest plan
wouid be to tell Rowland everything, but
for various reasons that does net suit me.

I take an Interest In the little girl, and If
she chooses to conceal her secret (at pres¬
ent, remember, she docs not know it. but
the poor child will certainly be told every¬
thing tomorrow) I don't intend to interfere.
In the second place. I am anxious to lay a

trap for madame. Now, two things are ev¬

ident. Mme. Sara's object in coming here
is to steal the pearls. Her plan Is to terri¬
fy the little slgnora Into giving them to her
In order that the fiendish words written on

the child's neck may not be seen. As the
slgnora must wear a dress with a low neck
tomorrow night, she can only hide the
words by means of the red carbuncle. Mad¬
ame will only give her the carbuncle If she,
Ui exchange, gives madame the pearls. You
see?"
"I do," I answered, slowly.
He drew himself up to his slender height

and his eyes became full of suppressed
laughter.
"The child's neck has been, injured with

nitrate of silver. Nevertheless, until it is
exposed to the blue rays of light the om¬

inous, fiendish words will not appear on her
white throat. Once they do appear they
will be indelible. Now, listen! Madame,
with all her cunning, forgot something. To
the action of nitrate of silver there la an
antidote. Thia ia nothing more or leas than
our old friend cyanide of potassium. To¬
morrow nurae, under my instructions, wiU
take the little natfent into a room carefully
prepared with the hateful red light, and
will bathe the neck just where the baleful
words are written with a solution of cya¬
nide of potassium. The nitrate of silver
will then become neutralised and the lettsrg
will never come out."

(To be continued Monday.)


